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Membership
Dear Members and Potential Members
TDWG has been working on standards for natural history data for 22 years. Thanks to a grant from the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation, we have undergone a significant change in the last 18 months. A new constitution, new processes and new collaboration environment have given us a solid infrastructure and a coherent approach to creating and maintaining standards. Accelerating Internet advances make this an exciting time for developing standards for exchanging a wide range of natural history information.  It is clear that global information sharing requires global participation. 
Now we really need your help. 
A diverse membership is vital to ensure that our interoperability standards incorporate a diversity of perspectives. Biologists, taxonomists, bioinformaticists, geoscientists, information technologists, conservationists, ecologists—any scientist interested in using natural history data in their research - are encouraged to join. 
If your institution is charged with making its information as useful and usable as possible, TDWG helps you meet your goals, so please join us. Biodiversity Information Standards (TDWG) is a ‘not-for-profit’ volunteer organization. Your membership fee or donation will go towards 1) employing a Secretarial Assistant to maintain effective communications, 2) encouraging student involvement in TDWG projects, and 3) travel grants to TDWG meetings.  We also need your donation.
Individual Membership is US$75. If you haven’t yet paid for 2007, please do so as soon as possible. Members are eligible for discounted conference fees and other benefits. 
Institutional Membership is US$225 and entitles the institution to membership benefits for three individuals.
The membership page details reasons for joining or donating to TDWG. Please contact the Secretary for further details or visit www.tdwg.org.  
Chair: Walter Berendsohn (Botanischer Garten and Botanisches Museum Berlin-Dahlem); Secretary: Adrian Rissoné (Natural History Museum); Treasurer: Stanley Blum (California Academy of Science); GBIF Liaison: Donald Hobern (GBIF); Project Liaison: Lee Belbin (Blatant Fabrications Pty Ltd); Regional Representatives: Alex Chapman (Australia), Gerald Guala (North America), Nozomi Ytow (South East Asia) and Renato De Giovanni (South America).
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