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Scratchpads: the concept
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Distribution:
As permanent, obligate, ectoparasites the 
distribution of lice essentially mirrors that of their 
hosts, with very few exceptions.  As such they 
have a worldwide distribution, present in every 
continent and virtually every habitat occupied 
by birds and mammals.

Hosts: All orders and most families of 
birds have records of host specific 
lice, and of the few groups that 
do not, it is likely that their lice 
are either extinct, or the 
hosts have been 
insufficiently searched.

Evolution and Systematics:
The order Phthiraptera (lice) is comprised of four suborders, three of which (the 
Amblycera, Ischnocera and Rhyncophthirina) are known as chewing or biting lice, 
and the fourth (the Anoplura) are the sucking lice. All species of Anoplura and 
Rhyncophthirina are known from both mammals and birds.
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Scratchpads: hosting & configuration

Host
 Single virtual machine 
 LAMP software setup

Configuration
 Drupal CMS (multisite config.)
 Shared permissions, roles & sys. tables
 Shared modules
 Apache name based virtual hosts
 Separate site databases & content
 Auto. site creation via scripts

Archival & Backup
 Self content archival (citable) 
 Daily backup (last 6 months)



Scratchpads: application process

Signup Requirements

Signup Form

 Biological focus
 Must agree to T&C’s
 CC license by-nc-sa

 Name
 Scope
 Mission statement
 (Sub)domain name
 3rd party API keys




