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til theadvent of taxanaicand biodiversity detabases menaitaetuessrdeswaethenrsin surefer sudesd hicdiversity distribution. Recently that has chenged with thewideavailability of prirery speries onrmencedatathet initiativessich as TOWG and GBI F arefadlitating. Artides, repats and cther literatureitemshad to be parse,
and therdevant records (initsmost besicform taxon names ooaurring at given localities) extraded fromtherefeences Finally, oourrencetables, usually targeted at oatain taxonamicgroups had tobehuilt. v Work towardstheautonetion of such aongtrudtswas thus alogical event. Taxonaric databeses started toincorporaterenords parsed framliterature, but
gpparently toalessr extent than theinaorporation or federation of cbtdmbm&\gmmadmvatim Thisissomewhat gtriking, astheweelth of informetion to begarnered frompublished items (espedally pear-reviewed papers) isbath largeand of high quality. Neverthdess, severdl databases, bath dueto purdy sdentificinitiative or commerdal onessuch
asZodogcal Reoord, exist and oould eventually beenaouraged into someffederation schemeunder new or exiting standards, such asthosepursued by TDWG. v However, bath thenaturedf such existing databeses, and the underlying digitisation processes (beit menual ar automretic, thelatter genarally through optical dharader reoognition and a cahination
of taxon namedisoovery, georeferending, and natural language processing), should bewll studied in arder to easetheir convergencear deterination of their fitnesswithin any proposed standard. Emerging petterns on records already digitised fromliteraturesources could providevaluableingghtsinto posshledigitisation issues v 1n search of such pettens, wehaveanalysed Zodtron 4
4, avintagetaxonanic databaseinduding sampling and dosrvational data and about 200.000 worl dwide cocurrencerenords of fauna, which werenmanually digtised fransdentificliteratureover aperiad of morethan twodecades | nthispodter, preliminary resultsareintroduced. v - Reoord pattemsbeongtotwo mein conagptual categories which arenat readily distinguisheble Y /
upon analysis theseexistingin theliterature, and thosearising fromthesdertion or digitisation processes. | n turn, thesemain categories can bearass-divided intoat least four broed dasses of pettems; acoording totheaspert being analysed: taxonanic, geospatial, hunen-dependent, and drondogical pettans. Statistics meps and aonoeptual plots help recogniseand visualisethee
pattens whilegatatigtics, record andyssand categaristion, and crossreferendng fadlitatether disoovery. v T‘r’é@niqmintrodmjintﬁsrxﬁa could paterntially beused in ather databasesto confirmor disprovetheexigencedf thesepatternsand, noreinpartantly, todearly separaepatansmthellteaurefrcmpmtar‘slnthedgtlatlmd theliteature @ /
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